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Imperial Actions Beforethe Third Century

Nero@® short-lived persecution, thoughit does not seem to have resulted in any specific
laws againg Christians, legitimized prejudice and suspicion toward them.! T. D. Barnes
maintainsthat the fact tha Nero could even attempt to blame thefire of 64 AD on Christians
shows tha public opinion already consdered them untrusworthy andimmoral.> Whether the
people of Rome truly thoughtthe Chrigtiansin thar midg were capable of arson, or Nero put
tha thoughtin ther minds later generationscertainly had the events of 64 AD in ther collective
memory.

A hdf century later, Pliny wrote to Trajan, calling Christianity, Ga depraved and
extravagant supastition®® He said that hehad forbidden Christian assembly and indicates that
this was according to amandae of Trajan.* If there was an earlier ruling by Trajan, it islog to
us However, hedid reply to Pliny@inquiry regarding procedure, ruling tha no search for
Christians should be conduded, and no anonynous accusationsshould be accepted. But if
someonewas accused and convicted of being a Christian, they mug be punished. On the other
hand, a person mightgan his or her pardon by a public act of worship toward the godsof
Rome.® Trajan@rescript gives Pliny permission to punish Christians, simply for the name.
Thereisnocrimeimplied, such as arson or even athasm; the charge is ssimply being a Christian.
Theconoept that non licet esse Christianos may go back to Nero, or it may even predae

him.° Butthisisthefirst time we can seeit in writing.
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In 167 Marcus Aureliusissued an edict ordering sacrifices throughoutthe empirein the
hopetha this would convince the godsto release the empire from thegrip of plague Because
Christiansrefused to participae in the sacrifices, some persecution resulted, produang martyrs
in certain places.” Thoughthis was an indirect result of the edict, and notthe emperor@
intention, it neverthdess provided another important precedent for thefollowing century. For the
first time, pagan worship was associated with loydty to theemperor.®

Tertullian@ writingsassume tha there were laws againg Christianity and the church, and
he states that public opinion of thetime was agang the Christians® Thoughthere were
outbreaks of persecution from time to time before the third century, and thoughthey were legdly
(if somewhat loosly) based on the actionsof Nero and Tragjan, they cannotbe directly attributed
to the persond attitudes of theemperors at thetime.’® Therescript of Trajan was only meant to
keep the peace, and Marcus AureliusOedict was mean to unify the empire in time of plague™*
With the exception of Nero, it was notuntil Septimius Severustha emperors got persondly

involved in the persecution of the church.

The Church and the Severi
In the early part of hisreign, Septimius Severuswas appaently tolerant of the church.*?
Christian writers of thetime were reluctant to blame persecution on the emperor, and Tertullian
can list Christiansin the emperor(8 entourage *®
But at theturn of the century, SeptimiusOoutiook on the church changed, and hebegan to
see it as athreat to the empire. Appaently motivated by histour of the east, in which hesaw the
great numbers of people who were bang convated to Christianity (especially in Alexandria,

where the catechetical school was attracting people of all soda classes away from the Museum),
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Septimiusreturned to Rome in 202 and issued what appears to bethe earliest imperial edict
agang Christianity.

TheHistoria Augusta mentionsthis edict, which forbade convesionto Christianity. It
seems to have had as oneof its main gods theclosng of the catechetical school of Alexandria.™®
It isundear how accurate theHistoria Augusta isonthis point. Either the edict mentioned
both Judasm and Chrigtianity as unde the ban agand prosalytism, or it banned Christian
evangdism, referring back to an earlier ban on Jewish conveasion as precedent.’® Antoninus
Piushad forbidden Jews to make convets, and Severuswas probably smply adding Christians
to this earlier law.*” M. Sordi does notthink the edict existed at all, citingthe scarcity of
evidence and theunreliability of theHistoria Augusta. However, sheisassuming tha, since
Judasm was alegd religion and Christianity was not, they could notboth becited in the same
edict.”® Her argument is nat convincng, and in addition, Eusebius does mention the closing of
the catechetical school of Alexandria.™

Unlike the previouspersecutions this onewas not confined to onelocation (thoughit
was not enforced empire-side owing to the differing practices of provincial officials). Sincethe
edict of Septimius Severuswas aimed at Christian conva'sion, appaently outof fear that the
church was growing too large, mogt of the known martyrs were teaches and recent convets.
Thechageagansg these new Christianswas simply that they had converted to thefaith.?

Thoughmuch of thematerial in the Christian martyologiesis historically unreliable, there
is enoughagreement amongthem to gt a genera picture of thetrial process. A pasonwas
convicted of the crime of Christianity on his or her own admission. He was always given the
chance to provetheaccusation false, or if trueto gain a pardon, by renounang thefaith. Pliny

had required tha accused Christians pray and bum incense to thegodsandin hona of the
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emperor, and that they curse Christ in order to beacquitted.?® Anyonewho refused to recant was
tortured. If hestill refused to renoune thefaith, hewas executed ?*

Thebasic issue behind the charge of Christianity was perceived didoydty to theemperor.
Loydty could beshown by asacrifice for his safety or an oah by his genius, butby the same
token, refusal to participaein this aspect of the state cult came to be consdered an act of
treason

Before Septimius SeverusCedict, Christianswere only tried if accused, andin some
places, an actud crime was necessary before they could be broughtto trial. % After late 2020r
early 203, Christians could be soughtout and arrested, and it seemsthat in several casesthey
were systematically roundel up at the catechetical schools.?” This changein pdicy from
Trajan@ rescript is unexplainable withoutthe edict mentioned in theHistoria Augusta.

According to Eusebuis of Caesarea, there was noimperial persecution during thereign of
Caracalla®® However, Tertullian records persecution in Africa unde the proconsul Scapula.
Mog likely, this was theresult of Scapula@ enforcement of Caracalla@ Constitutio
Antoniniana.?® When Caracallamadeall free men citizensin 212, it was suppogdly out of
thanksgiving to the godsfor Geta@ downfall. As Marcus Aureliushad in 167, Caracalla required
tha everyonemake a sacrifice. Thoughpersecution was not Caracalla@ intention, it is certain
tha Christianswho refused to sacrifice to the Roman godscould betried and executed onthe
basis of ther QlidoydtyQ®

In spite of this, the Severan dynasty after Septimius has been described as friendly to the
church® It wasin the Severan agetha the church gained theright to own propety asa
corporate entity.*> One example is the cemetery, which bishop Zephyrinusof Rome (199-217)
commissionad to be condructed. Since bunal property had to beregistered with city officials, the

cemetery and its ownership by the church was legd.® It islikely that Christian cemeteries of the
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time were owned unde the same laws which permitted funeary collegia.®* Christiansmay
have even been meeting in hous churches which existed legdly as religiouscollegia.*

Even thoughMacrinusand Elagabdusleft the church aone thelegd statusof Christians
did notchange® Martyrdoms continued in the provinces, and Callistus (bishop of Rome 218
222)was murdered by amob uprisingin Rome during the early reign of theyoungAlexanda.’
Ulpian® De Officio Proconsulis seems to have induded legisiation againg Christians Though
it was virtudly erased by Judinian, wha remains shows tha sacrilege agandg thetraditiond
Roman religion was legdly onapar with treason®

Barnes dismisses all referencesin theHistoria Augusta to SeverusAlexande (3
religioustolerance asinventionsof its fourth century author.®® Still, it is so pervasive tha there
musg beahistorical backgroundto thelegend, and EusebiusOtestimony is not so easily
disregarded. Alexande'® mother, JuliaMamaes, is said to have know the Christian theologians
Origen and Hippolytus® Alexande paterned his method of choosng provindal govenars after
theway Christian priests were chosen, and he entruged to a Christian, Sextus Julius Africanus,
the creation of alibrary in the Panteheonin Rome.*! Heis said to have been fondof quoing
JesusOQyolden rule,Oparaphrased as Gvha you do notwish to bedoneto you, do notdo to
another. 3% Eusebius states that by thetime of Alexander® degth, his houshold was mosgtly
Christian, and Eusebius conneets the hatred of Maximinustoward Alexanda® house, and his
persecution of the church to this fact.*®

MaximinusOpersecution seems to have been motivated mainly by adesireto rid his court
of Alexanda@ followers.** If any of thereports of Alexande@® relationship with the church are
to be bdieved, Maximinusmay have seen the church as apolitical threat. At thistime there was
an earthqu&ke in Asia Minor. Maximinuseither truly thoughtthat it was theresult of theange of

the gods or hesimply used the oppottunity to begin persecution anew.* He ordered the
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execution of all church leaders.® While MaximinusOpersecution affected Rome, it was not
enforced universally, probably because Maximinuswas notwell liked.47

Unde Philip, Christianity was given arest from persecution, and even progpered to the
point where some writers have claimed Philip was a Christian. Eusebuis has Philip anongthe
worshippe's at an Easter service prior to his becoming emperor, and says tha both heand his
wife correspondel with Origen.”® But local mobscould still become violent toward Christians®
and the status of the Christian remained illegd.™

In redlity, it isunlikely that Philip was actudly thefirst Christian emperor, but hewas
sympahdic to the church, to the point tha the church was secure enoughto attract nomind
Christiang most of whomwould lapse unde DeciusOpersecution. Origen lamented that the
church was so safe, tha some people soughtpostionsof church leadership because of the
worldly prestigethose postionsbrought® In general, thereignsof thelater Severi (interrupted
by Maximinug and especialy thereignsof GordianuslIl and Philip, were the cam before the
storm.

In theearly third century, thelegd statusof Christianswas tha defined by Trgan. An
admitted Christian was deserving of capital punishment unless he or she made a sacrifice to the
andent godsof Rome.”® Marcus Aurelius made sacrifice an act of loydty to the emperor, and
therefore arefusal to sacrifice was seen as an act of treason. From thetime of Septiumius
Severus new concerts and thar teachers could behunted down and arrested. Maximinusadded
to that the proscription againg church leaders.™

Before Septimius Severus, persecution of the Christianswas localized and occasiond.
After Septimius the precedent was set for persecution by imperia decree. But untl thetime of
Deciusit was ndther empire-widenor systematic.>* In addition, as themidpoint of the century

approached, local anti-Christian uprisingsinareased in intengty. Popular opinion, spuired on by
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natural disasters and the declining progerity of the Empire, once agan turned againg the

church.>®

The Decian Per secution

By themiddle of thethird century, there were over 150clergy in Rome, and it has been
estimated tha the church of Rome had over 30,000members.®® In 248 the Gothsbegan an
invasion, and by the time Decius came to thethrone, barbarianswere pressingin on al fronts.>
Theeconony of the Empire was experiendng unantrollable inflation, and to add insult to
injury, many people were responding to these crises by joining thechurch® All of this,
combined with DeciusCrealization that hewas surroundel by Christiansin high office, was
perceived as athreat to what hethough was needed to turn the Empire around namely the
revival of the old Roman virtues.”

Deciusbegan his persecution of the church almost immediately uponganing power.®
But it was only onepart of alarger program of restoration and unification of the empire. Among
other reforms, healso revived the office of censor, and restored disciplineto thefrontier troops
In addition, Deciuswanted to rid his court of Philip@ suppoters, just as Maximin had donewith
those of Alexande.™

In an edict nolonge extant, Decius appaently decreed tha every personin theempire
had to make a sacrifice, eat sacrificia meat, and renoune Christ. Thiswasto bewitnessed by a
local magistrate, and the citizen was given alibellus, a certificate of prodf tha heor shehad
made the required sacrifice. Several of theselibelli survive.*? In some places aloydty oah to
the emperor was also induded &

Some Christianswere able to pay anothe person to make the sacrifice onther behdf,

thusavoiding assodation with theritud. Others smply bribed thelocal officer, in effect buying
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alibellus withoutmaking even the pretense of a sacrifice.® Barring these options any
Christian who did not sacrifice was broughtto trial before the proconaul (or theUrban Prefect if
in Rome) and if persistent, would eventudly betortured and either exiled with confiscation of
propaty or executed.®

DeciusQedict, thoughbased on precedents set earlier, was thefirst time tha such an order
to sacrifice was enforced empire-wide, induding thesmaller townsand villages. Therewas a
fixed date on which everyonehad to make ther scrifice.®® Theedict appaently mentioned
Christians specifically, thoughall people were expected to make the same show of allegiance.®’

By theend of 249 AD, Fabian, the bishop of Rome, was dead and several Roman priests
were in prisonawaiting trial. The bishopsof Alexandria and Carthagewerein hiding, and
Christian clergy and lay people (even women and children) were imprisoned in cities all over the
empire.®®

Deciusdintention seems to have been more to make apodates than martyrs, thoughmany
died as aresult of torture or imprisonment. Even some who did renouned ther faith were left to
starve to death in prison® Many Christianssimply gave in and made therequired sacrifices.
Othersfled to the countyside, and faced thedange's of thehinterlands”™® As more and more
Christianseither lapsed or disappeared, it became harder and harder for those left to resist,
especialy asther leaders were gone”™ Many of thelapsed were landowners who did not want
to lose their propaty.” Church membership diminished greatly by martyrdomand apodasy.

As Decius became more preoccupied with thewar agang the Goths the persecution
subsded somewha. The question aros as to whether those who had made sacrifices or bought
libelli should bereadmitted to the church. Even those who had refused to sacrifice and survived
(called GxonfessorsQ) were divided ontheissue”® Eventudly this controversy would split the

church in Rome.”
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The Roman church had been withouta bishopfor ayear and a hdf when Corndiuswas
elected in Juneof 2517 Cyprian, bishopof Carthage, claimed tha Deciushad said he Qvould
rather confront arival emperor than to see anew bishopingalled in the church at Rome.(°
Those who disagreed with Corndiusontheissue of readmission of thelapsed |eft thefellowship
and concrated Novatian asarival bishop!’

Thedeath of Deciusin the Gothic war in 251 was undestood by many (Christiansand
pagansalike) as vindication of the Christian God and punishment for imperial mistreatment of
the church.”® Thoughpersecution of Christianity was nothing new in the Roman empire, with
Deciusit had ceased to belocalized. For thefirst time the persond attitudeof the emperor was
trandated into an attempt to erase the church fromthe empire.”® Thetroubles of the church were
far fromover, but eventudly wha would prevail isthe attitudefoundin Eusebius of Caesarea,
tha what is goodfor the church is goodfor the Empire, and agoodemperor isonewhois good

to the church.

12/5/2006 9



Notes
1. N. King, 246.
2. Barnes, QPagan Perceptionsof Christianity,0231.

3.Colman-Norton, Vol. 1, 2. (Pliny, Letter 10.96.3-8). Tacituscalled Christianity €}
destructive supestition.OSuetonius called it Ga new and mischievoussupeastition.O

4. Colman-Norton, Vol. 1, 2.

5. Colman-Norton, Vol. 1, 1; Sordi, 59. Trajan@ rescript is the earliest extant document,
which givesimperia views onthe Christian religion.

6. Sordi, 62-63; Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 46-47. Tertullian
mentionsa senatus consultum of 35AD which was suppo®dly the Senate@ respons to TibaiusO
request to make the cult of Christ alegd religion. (See aso Sordi, pp.17-20.) Accordingto the
Acts of Apollonius the Prefect Perennis had Apolloniusbeheaded simply for admitting hewas a
Christian. Themartyr document cites an existing law which said that Gho oneat al anywhere
shdl becalled a ChristianO(Acts of Apollonius 23-24). Thoughthe acts of the martyrs frequently
indudemuch apologdic materia, there seemsto be agreement here with other writers who know
of alegd basisfor persecution.

7. Eusshius 4.13.1-7; Colman-Norton, Vol. 1, 8-9; Keresztes, 15.

8. | use theword (paganOGanachronistically to refer to the collective Roman religionsand
other non-Judeo-Christian cults of thetime. See Acts 17:5f, in which Jews accuse Paul and Silas
of illegd activity, which is described as disrespectful of the emperor.

9. Keresztes, 3.

10. Keresztes, 5, 20. There were other isolated outbreaks of persecution leading up to the
third century, such asthe Scillitan Martyrs of Carthage, who were put to death in 180by the
govenor Vigdlius Saturninus Thisisthefirst recorded persecution in Africa. But these
occasiond persecutionsseemsto betheresult of vindictive administrators and hogile mobs not
of policy. Before thethird century, the emperors seem mos concerned with keeping the peace.

11. Keresztes, 8-9.
12. Keresztes, 2.

13.Finn, 34; King and Henig, Vol. 1, 7; Sordi, 80-81; Keresztes, 1. Tertullian®
impression of Septimius Severus seems to have been favorable, even after he had died. However,
Tertullian was writing to convince the proconsul of Africato stop condudingtrials agang
Christians He wanted to show tha Septimiuswas a friend of the church. (See Tertullian, Ad
Sapulam4. 3-6.) It istruetha by thethird century, Christianity had penetrated al levels of
sodety, and Christianscould befoundin virtudly all kindsof administrative and military pogs.
The church was firmly entrenched in the uppe classes; having come first thoughtthe women,

12/5/2006 10



who had nofear of logngthear jobs Wives of provindal govenors had begunto convet ther
hudands and even the mistress of Commodusis said to have been at least sympahetic to the
church, if notactudly a Christian.

14. Keresztes, 11-13.

15. Colman-Norton, Vol. 3, 1180(Historia Auguda, SeptimiusSeverus 17.1).
16. Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 40-41.

17. Sordi, 82.

18. Sordi, 82.

19. Eusebius 6.3.1.

20.Keresztes, 6.

21.Keresztes, 7,19; N. King, 247;Barnes, Early Christianity and the Roman Empire. 50,
522. Thefamousmartyrdomof Perpetuaand Felicitas took place in Carthagein 203AD. Itis
interesting to note tha the Passion of Perpetuaand Felicitasis the only reliable source for the
birthday of Geta, theNones of March (Passio 7.4). Even thoughPerpetuawas fromthe
aristoaracy, theright of Roman citizensto appeal to the emperor had all but ceased to exist by
thistime. Consequently, outside of Rome (and most of thetime even within thecity) an
accusation of Christianity would betried withoutever coming to the emperor@ attention. It is
likely tha Septimius Severusnever realized the extent to which his edict was carried outin the
provinces.

22.Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire. 40.
23. Colman-Norton, Vol. 1, 2.

24. Keresztes, 3,10.1n 197 AD, persecution brokeoutin Africa. According to Tertullian,
Christianswho were arrested could expect the punishment of degth by the sword, by crudafixion,
by beasts in the amphithesatre, or by burning. His Ad Martyraswas written to those in prison to
encouragethem, and presumably to try to prevent them from renoundng thefaith.

25. Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 44,49-50. In addition to perceived
didoydty to theemperor, there was also a concern over theloss of devotees to thetraditiond
cults and temples.

26. Colman-Norton, Vol. 1, 6. Hadrian® | etter to Minudus Fundanus Proconsul of Asia,
stipulated tha there mug bearea crime before aChristian can be punished, and tha anyone
falsely accudng anothe person should themselves be punished. Eusebius preserves a letter of
Marcus Aureliusin which he aso prohibits persecution of Christiansmerely for thename
(Eusebius4.13.1-7).

27.Keresztes, 10.

12/5/2006 11



28. Keresztes, 19-20. It is suggested tha Caracallahad influential Christiansaroundhim
al hislife, from his childhoodnurse to his mistress.

29.Keresztes, 24.

30. Keresztes, 23-24; Rahne, 16; King and Henig, Vol. 1, 8-9. Tertullian defended the
loydty of the emperor@ Christian subjects, saying tha Christiansregularly prayed for the
emperor, and tha they bdieved the end of the Empire would mean the end of theworld (Ad
Sapulam) 2. On theother hand, Tertullian aso wrote tha a Christian should notserve asa
magistrate because he might have to sentence people to torture or death, take part in a sacrifice,
take part in the care of thetemples, give public games, or take oahs Nor should a Christian
remain in thearmy (thoughmany did). In addition, the Christian bishopswere already taking on
thetask of arbitration between Christians and bdievers were encouraged to take thar disputes to
the bishopingead of thecivil magistrate. See Frend, GChurch and State. Perspective and
Problems in the Patristic EraQ 44-45.

31.N.King, 247.

32.Keresztes, 1-2.

33. Mulhern, 31-32; King and Henig, Vol. 1, 7.

34. Sordi, 183.

35. Sordi, 185186

36. Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 41-42. Elagabdus does not seem
to have been hodile to the church. However, thereport in the Historia Auguda tha heintended
to indudeChristianity as pat of his state religionis probably not accurate. In fact, it would seem
out of character for him.

37.Keresztes, 28-29.

38. Colman-Norton, Vol. 1, 15.

39. Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 42.

40. Barnes, QPagan perceptionsof ChristianityQ) 236; Colman-Norton, Vol. 1, 14;
Keresztes, 27,39,194-195 Alexande is aso suppogd to have induded Christ amongthe gods
of his persond sanctuary, and according to the story, he would have built atempleto Christ, but
theaugures revealed tha if hedid thewhole empire would become Christian and the other
temples would be abandonel (Historia Auguda, SeverusAlexande, 224, 29.2,436-7,456-7,
496,51.7). See also Eusshius 6.21.3-4.

41.Keresztes, 195-196; Sordi, 181

12/5/2006 12



42.Keresztes, 195196; Sordi, 88-89. (See Matthew 7:12 and Luke 6:31) In addition to
guoingthegolden rule, Alexande is said to have had it inscribed on his pdace walls and on
public buildings and announ&d in publc.

43. Eusbius 6.28; Keresztes, 31.

44.Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 43.

45.Kingand Henig, Vol. 1, 11; Frend, Martyrdomand Persecution in the Early Church,
391.

46. Colman-Norton, Vol. 3, 118Q Keresztes, 29-30, 36-37. Thetwo rival bishopsof
Rome, Pontianusand Hippolytus were deported to Sardinia, possibly ad metallum They both
died there in about235AD.

47.Keresztes, 33,40.

48. Eusebius 6.19.15,6.21.3-4, 6.36.3; Barnes, QPagan Persecutionsof Christianity,O
236;Rahnea, 18.

49. Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 43; Keresztes, 40.

50. Chadwick, 117;King and Henig, Vol. 1, 11. Philip may have goneto an Easter
service, buthealso paticipaed in the (pagan) celebrationsof Rome@ millenniumin 247248
His coins continued to show pagan imagery as well, thoughonecould say the same thing about
Congantine@ early reign.

51. Frend, Martyrdomand Persecution in the Early Church, 398.

52.Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 48.

53. Keresztes, 15, 25.

54.Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 40.

55.Kingand Henig, Vol. 1, 11; Frend, Martyrdomand Persecution in the Early Church,
391. Thearistocracy feared the Christians because it was thoughttha they were capable of
revolutionay activity and treason. Thecommon people feared the Christiansbecause they were
Qtheasts,Oand thoughtto beresponsble for naurd disasters tha were theresult of divineange.

56.Kingand Henig, Vol. 1, 5.

57.N.King, 248.

58. Frend, Martyrdomand Persecution in the Early Church, 389-390.

59.Finn, 34

12/5/2006 13



60. Keresztes, 46-47.

61. Frend, Martyrdomand Persecutionin the Early Church, 405

62. Colman-Norton, Vol. 3, 11801181;Kingand Henig, Vol. 1, 11; N. King, 248
63. Lewis and Reinhold, 596

64. Keresztes, 54.

65. Colman-Norton, Vol. 3, 1181 Keresztes, 49; Lewis and Reinhold, 597.

66. Barnes, Early Christianity andthe Roman Empire, 49; Colman-Norton, Vol. 3, 1180
1181.

67.Keresztes, 48, 58.

68. Keresztes, 51.

69. Keresztes, 55-56.

70.Keresztes, 47-48.

71.Frend, Martyrdomand Persecution in the Early Church, 409.

72.Chadwick, 118

73.Keresztes, 56, 68; Frend, Martyrdomand Persecution In the Early Church, 414

74.Frend, Martyrdomand Persecutionin the Early Church, 411.

75.Keresztes, 53.

76.Kingand Henig, Vol. 1, 5; Rahne, 9. (Cyprian, Epistle 559.)

77.Colman-Norton, Vol. 1, Introdudion 1xv; Frend, Martyrdomand Persecution in the
Early Church, 417.Corndiusadvocated readmitting the lapsed, while Novaian (who had been
serving as the president of the college of priests) took therigorist postion. ThoughNovaian was
the beter theologian, Corndiuswas more of a pastor, and he was chosen to succeed Fabian as
bishop. The Novatianist sect lasted as a separate church in Rome untl about400AD, and in other
pats of theempire well into thefifth century (see Chadwick, 119,note 1). Novaian himself was
probably martyred in the persecution of Valerian.

78. Barnes, QPagan Perceptionsof ChristianityQ 23.

79. Chadwick, 117.

12/5/2006 14



Bibliography

Barnes, T. D. Early Christianity and the Roman Empire.
London:Variorum, 1984.

@Pagan Perceptionsof ChristianityQ In Early Christianity, ed. |. Hazlett.
Nashville: Abingdon,1991

Chadwick, H. TheEarly Church.
Middlesex: Penguin Books 1967.Reprint, 1985.

Colman-Norton. P. R. Roman State and Christian Church, 3 Vols.,
London:SPCK, 1966

Eusebius of Caesarea (Eusebius Paphilus). Ecclesiagical History,
2Vols, Vol. 1 Trandated by KirsoppLake. Vol. 2 Trandated by J. E. L. Oulton.
Loeb Classical Library. Cambridge Harvard University Press, 1926(Vol. 1),
1932(Vol. 2). Reprint, 1992

Finn, T. M. (Boda Mobility, Imperial Civil Service and the Spread of Early ChristianityQ
In Sudia Patristica, ed. E. A. Livinggone Vol. 17, pt. 1, pp. 31-37.
Oxford: Pergamon Press, 1982.

Frend. W. H. C. Martyrdomand Persecution in the Early Church.
Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1965

.CChurch and State. Perspective and Problemsin the Patristic EraQ
In Sudia Patristica, ed. E. A. Livinggone Vol. 17, pt. 1, pp. 38-54.
Oxford: Pergamon Press, 1982.

.TheRise of Christianity.
Philadd phia: Fortress Press. 1984.

Keresztes, P. Imperial Romandthe Christians 2 Vols.
Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1989

King, A. and M. Henig, eds TheRoman West in the Third Century.
2Vols. BAR Interndiond Series, Vol. 109.0xford: BAR, 1981.

King, N. GChurch-State Relationgdin Early Christianity.
Ed. I. Hazlett. Nashville: Abingdon,1991.

Lewis, N. and M. Reinhold. Roman Civilization, Vol. 2, The Empire.
New York: Columbia University Press, 1955

Mulhern, A. Orhe Roman CatacombsO Restoration Quarterly 26,
no.1(1983). 29-38.

12/5/2006 15



Rahne, H. Church and State in Early Christianity. Trandated by L. D. Davis.
San Frandsco: IgndiusPress, 1961.

Sordi, M. The Christiansandthe Roman Empire. Trandated by
A. Bedini. Norman. OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986.

12/5/2006

16



